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WARNING
This	presentation	contains	some	graphic	content

that	some	viewers	may	find	disturbing
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Deepwater	Horizon	(BP)	
20	April	2010
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Savar building	collapse
24	April	2013
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The	Bhopal	Disaster
2–3	December	1984

@DougSpecht



Rwandan	Genocide
100-day	period	from	April	7,	1994
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Abu	Ghraib
2003
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Ferguson,	Missouri
August	2014
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Abduction	of	43	Students
Autumn	2014
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Lago	Agrio oil	field
1960’s	onwards
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Honduran	Coup
2009	(On	going)
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Cajamarca	Colombia
On	going	since	mid	2000’s
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Mount	Polley
August	2014
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What	role	can	digital	mapping	play	in	
documenting	and	holding	to	account	those	
responsible	for	these	abuses?
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ENCA
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Syria
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Colombia
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Canada
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"Gang	rape is	a	cultural habit"
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"Gang	rape is	a	cultural habit"
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Syria
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The	government	responded	by	saying	the	video	had	been	faked,	that	the	
uniforms	of	the	security	men	were	not	right,	and	that	the	film	had	

probably	been	shot	in	Iraqi	Kurdistan.
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Ahmad	Biasi set	out	to	prove	that	forces	loyal	to	President	Bashar	al-
Assad	had	been	as	brutal	as	the	video	seemed	to	show.

Photo:	Independent
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Colombia
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Maps	produced	by	VOZ	Geographic	Information	
Systems	using	ArcMap 10.1

Populated	Area

Municipal	Boundaries

Coello Basin

Mining	Concession	2012

Roads
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Death	threats	|	Robberies	(data	theft)
Heavy	military	and	ESMAD	presence

Photo:	Colombia	Solidarity		
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On	12	November	2013	César	García,	a	campesino opposed	to	La	
Colosa,	was	executed	as	he	returned	home	- the	community	does	not	

consider	it	to	be	an	isolated	case

Photo:	Colombia	Solidarity	
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Using	our	free,	secure,	GIS	platform	the	community	were	able	to	map	
human	rights	and	environmental	abuses.

La	Colosa	is	presently	on	hold

Photo:	VOZ	
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The	creation	of	‘neogeography’	has	'freed	[GIS]	from	the	confines
of	the	academic	and	opened	 it	up	to	the	people’	3

5.	Rambaldi et	al.,	2006:	2
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Maps	produced	collaboratively	hold	a	much	more	diverse	range	of	
information,	and	in	some	cases	highlight	the	importance	of	issues	not	

otherwise	considered

Photo:	Steve	Dorsey/The	Media	Line

@DougSpecht



Canada
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PGIS	has	been	lorded	as	very	successful	in	promoting
the	inclusion	of	marginalised	communities	4

4.	(Robbin,	2003;	see	Also:	McCall,	2003;	McCall	&	Dunn,	2012;	Rambaldi et	al.	2006)
5. Rambaldi et	al.,	2006:	2
Photo:		Peter	Macdiarmid/Getty	Images

'PGIS	practice	is	geared	towards	community	empowerment	
through	measured,	demand	driven,	user	friendly	and	integrated	

applications	of	geo-spatial	technologies‘.	5
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Social	media	gives	the	impression	of	
lateral	democracy	while	compartmentalising	

knowledge	in	silos
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6.	Robbins,	2003:	238
Photo:	ajmstudents

'By	simultaneously	allowing	the	expression	of	a	variety	of	knowledges…	…PGIS	creates	a	level	
playing	field	for	comparing	knowledge	consensus	and	division.	In	so	doing	it	allows	a	wider	

exploration	of	cultural	and	political	conditions'	6
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VOZ	allows	us	to	articulate	the	work	of	social	movements.
It	is	very	useful	to	visualize	spatially	what	happens	in	our	territories

and	share	this	with	the	world.
- Comité	de	seguimiento Colombia																																			.

“We	need	maps!	They	help	us	to	define	
the	terms	of	the	struggle”.	

- Jorge	Rubiano of	Semillas	de	Agua																								.

Photo:	London	Mining	Network
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Closing the divide: 
Data visualisations, organisational structures and 

representation in humanitarian mapping
Amelia Hunt
Independent Researcher

Doug Specht
University of Westminster

Thursday,	10:00
Room:	Amboni
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Call	for	Chapters	

Mapping	Crisis:
Participation,	Datafication,	and	Humanitarianism	in	the	Age	of	Digital	Mapping.	

tiny.cc/

mapping-crisis
@DougSpecht
d.specht@westminster.ac.uk


