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We	are	not	experts
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We	don’t	want	to	tell	stories
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We	don’t	want	to	tell	stories

We	want	to	keep	people	safe	to	tell	their	stories
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We	are	privileged	by	our	safety
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Why	maps?
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Maps	produced	collaboratively	hold	a	much	more	diverse	range	of	
information,	and	in	some	cases	highlight	the	importance	of	issues	not	

otherwise	considered

Photo:	Steve	Dorsey/The	Media	Line
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6.	Robbins,	2003:	238
Photo:	ajmstudents

'By	simultaneously	allowing	the	expression	of	a	variety	of	knowledges…	…PGIS	creates	a	level	
playing	field	for	comparing	knowledge	consensus	and	division.	In	so	doing	it	allows	a	wider	

exploration	of	cultural	and	political	conditions'	6
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Social	media	gives	the	impression	of	
lateral	democracy	while	compartmentalising	

knowledge	in	silos
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Big	data	is	like	teenage	sex:	
everyone	talks	about	it,	

nobody	really	knows	how	to	
do	it,	everyone	thinks	

everyone	else	is	doing	it,	
so	everyone	claims	they	are	

doing	it...
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The NSA's 1,500,000 square foot 
data center outside Salt Lake City 
will be the first facility to house a 

yottabyte of data

Governor Herbert 
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The ability to hear the signal
from the noise is the key…
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to unlocking the human conversation 
that is taking place around us.
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Listening to this 
conversation 
can lead us to…
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Unexpected Discoveries
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So what does all this mean?
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Source:	Unknown
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Photo:	AP
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Source:	Unemployment	Rate	from	Bureau	of	Labour	Statistics.	Unique	visitors	from	Compete.com

Unique	Visitors	to	twitter	and	Facebook	and	Unemployment	rate	(USA)
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“Big	data	can	help	to	revolutionize	the	way	
development	work	is	done	in	the	21st Century”	

Robert	Kirkpatrick	of	UN	Global	Pulse

Photo:	YouTube

#ICT4D
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This sounds great…
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Value for who?

Is this new?
Who misses out?

Who loses?

Is this new?
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Is this new?
@DougSpecht



()

Image: Alexander	Bertram-Powell
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OMCC	1984
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From:	Environmental	History	Timeline
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LSHTM	Library	&	Archives
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Unknown	Painter	– Wellcome Trust
Shapter T	(1849).	The	history	of	cholera	in	Exeter	in	1832
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Photo:	Wellcome Images

“On	examining	the	map	given	by	Dr Snow,	it	
would	clearly	appear	that	the	centre	of	the	
outburst	was	a	spot	in	Broad-street,	close	to	
which	is	the	accused	pump;	and	that	cases	
were	scattered	all	round	this	nearly	in	a	circle,	
becoming	less	numerous	as	the	exterior	of	the	
circle	is	approached.	This	certainly	looks	more	
like	the	effect	of	an	atmospheric	cause	than	any	
other

Edmund	A	Parkes,	1855
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Thomas	Grant	MacDonald
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androidauthority.com

By	2020,	more	than	70	percent	of	mobile	
phones	are	expected	to	have	GPS	capability,	up	

from	20	percent	in	2010.
(Hilbert,	2013)
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Value	for	who?
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Value	for	who?

Data	Colonialism?
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Gold in Guiana Gold in banks
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”Democratization	of	mobile	
broadband	is	not	about	access	to	the	
internet	but	also	what	the	people	can	

do	with	the	internet”.	

He	urged	Ugandans	to	put	as	much	
content	online	as	possible	because	
the	more	information	is	shared,	the	
more	it	becomes	“beneficial	to	the	
online	community	and	the	world".

Kai	Uwe	Wulff,	the	access	
development	director	at	Google
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Global	Observatory	for	
eHealth:	Legal	and	ethical	
frameworks	for	eHealth.	
http://www.who.int/goe/survey/2
009/figures/en/index4.html
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Physical	location	of	data	centers	around	the	world
@DougSpecht



“Politicians	use	Big	Data	to	get	elected…
not	to	govern”	(ANIMO,	2014)
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Who	misses	out?
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Algorithms

@DougSpecht



@DougSpecht



@DougSpecht



Who	loses?
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Cezanne Rather	than	representing	flowers	in	bloom,	Cézanne	was	more	
interested	here	in	the	modulation	in	colour.	Once	again,	the	
subject	is	used	to	further	one	of	his	major	preoccupations	as	an	
artist:	the	study	of	the	effect	of	light	on	objects,	and	the	
resulting	variations	in	colour.

We	kill	people	
based	on	
metadata

Michael	Hayden
Former	National	Security	Agency	
(NSA)	and	Central	Intelligence	
Agency	(CIA)	Director
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Meta	data	video
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Meta	data	video
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Is this new?

Is	this	new?

Lessons
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Is this new?

Is	this	new?

Lessons

NO
Integration	of	practices	is	as	
important	as	innovation

Build	on	the	past.
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Value	for	who?

Is this new?

Is	this	new?

Lessons

NO
Integration	of	practices	is	as	
important	as	innovation

Build	on	the	past.

• What	power	have	you	got?
• Where	did	you	get	it	from?
• In	whose	interests	do	you	use	it?
• To	whom	are	you	accountable?
• How	do	we	get	rid	of	you?

Tony	Benn
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Is this new?

Who	misses	out?

Lessons

Data	is	never	
complete!
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Who	
loses?

Is this new?

Who	misses	out?

Lessons

Data	is	never	
complete!
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Computers	will	talk	
to	anyone

but	only	the	rich	[and	
powerful]	teach	them	

to	speak

Faheem	Qureshi
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Call	for	Chapters	

Mapping	Crisis:
Participation,	Datafication,	and	Humanitarianism	in	the	Age	of	Digital	Mapping.	

tiny.cc/

mapping-crisis
@DougSpecht
d.specht@westminster.ac.uk


